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(57) ABSTRACT

A transmission side terminal 10 is provided with a transmis-
sion and reception unit 20 for transmitting and receiving an
e-mail and an e-mail composing unit 32 for composing an
e-mail including a special character for inquiry having asso-
ciated therewith an information reply request, which is to
obtain information on a destination mobile terminal of the
e-mail to be transmitted. A reception side terminal 10 is
provided with the transmission and reception unit 20, a deter-
mination unit 34 for determining whether a received e-mail
includes a special character for inquiry, and a reply e-mail
composing unit 32, when it is determined that the received
e-mail includes the special character for inquiry, for compos-
ing a reply e-mail including a special character for reply with
which reply information in accordance with the information
reply request is associated.

6 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
MOBILE TERMINAL

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. national phase application of
International Application No. PCT/JP2008/071640 filed Nov.
28, 2008, which claims priority to and the benefit of Japanese
Patent Application No. 2007-308561 filed on Nov. 29, 2007.
The contents of these applications are herein incorporated by
reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to mobile terminals, and more
particularly, to mobile terminals capable of transmitting and
receiving e-mails.

BACKGROUND ART

Inrecent years, mobile terminals including cellular phones
are widely and commonly used, and the number of users has
been increasing. In particular, recently, exchanging messages
between the users of the mobile terminals through transmis-
sion/reception of e-mails by use of mobile terminals such as
a cellular phone and PDA is widely and routinely performed.
Moreover, the mobile terminals are equipped with various
function units and application programs such as a digital
camera, GPS (Global Positioning System) and non-contact
IC card function, for example. These days, mobile terminals
are thus multifunctional, improving convenience for users
significantly.

In Japan, due to a revision of the Ordinance of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs and Communications (Regulations for
Telecommunications Facilities for Telecommunications
Business), the 3G (third generation) cellular phone terminals
released on and after April 2007 are required to have a func-
tion for notifying the departments concerned of the location
information of the terminal at the time of transmission of an
emergency message. Under such a circumstance, it seems that
the GPS (Global Positioning System) in particular will be
spread even more widely among the functions incorporated in
the mobile terminals. There have been suggested a variety of
mobile terminals having navigating functions by the GPS,
including one described in Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 10-341476.

The cellular phone described in the Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open No. 10-341476 can, as a normal cellular
phone, communicate with another cellular phone by radio
and, in addition display the present location obtained by a
GPS reception unit and a GPS image data generation routine
on a liquid crystal display by a map, whereby the user of the
cellular phone can know his/her present location almost
exactly.

The user moving with such a cellular phone may use the
GPS function as a usable guide. Thereby, the cellular phone
can significantly reduce a risk that he/she gets lost and cannot
arrive at a destination, even if a meeting spot designated is
where the user has never been before.

However, an intended usage of the GPS is normally to
obtain the location information of the mobile terminal. There-
fore, the cellular phone described in Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open No. 10-341476 cannot provide the present
location of a mobile terminal of a corresponding party sup-
posed to meet but provides only the present location of the
mobile terminal itself.
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2

When the user wishes to know the present location of the
corresponding party, for example, if the corresponding party
carries a cellular phone, it is possible to obtain the present
location of the corresponding party through wireless commu-
nications or e-mails with the corresponding party. However, it
could be a considerable burden for the corresponding party to
verbally describe his/her present location and, in some cases,
it may be difficult for the corresponding party to talk or
explain on the phone, such as when the corresponding party is
on a train. In addition, it may be a troublesome task for the
corresponding party to write the present location in e-mail,
and further, there may be some cases where the corresponding
party cannot successfully describe the present location by
using textual information. It may happen that the correspond-
ing party has no idea about the present location if he/she is
unfamiliar with the place.

In order to deal with such problems, Japanese Patent Appli-
cation Laid-Open No. 2002-262338, for example, discloses a
technique in which each of the mobile terminal of the user and
the mobile terminal of the corresponding party is provided
with the GPS function and obtains its location information
from a GPS satellite. According to this technique, the user can
obtain even the location information of the corresponding
party from a location information service center by using
his/her mobile terminal and also map information from a map
information database.

A mobile communication terminal described in the Japa-
nese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2002-262338,
enables the user to obtain the present location information of
the mobile terminal of his/her mobile terminal as well as the
present location information of the mobile terminal of the
corresponding party. Moreover, this mobile communication
terminal can show not only the user’s location but also the
corresponding party’s location on a map displayed on a dis-
play unit of the user’s mobile terminal. It is thus possible to
easily locate the present location of the corresponding party.
Hence, according to the mobile communication terminal
described in the Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2002-262338, it is possible to easily recognize a locational
relationship between him/her and the corresponding party.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problems

In light of privacy protection, however, such a condition
which enables anyone to know other parties’ locations any-
time as necessary may cause a problem. Hence, in operating
a technique as such, both of a party who wishes to know the
present location and the other party to inform the present
location of himself/herself need to subscribe an additional
service and the likes in advance to provide location informa-
tion. That is, it is necessary for the party who wishes to inform
his/her location to take measures by subscribing the service
and specifying other party to which disclosure of his/her
location information is permitted. Alternatively, it is neces-
sary to introduce a system in which the user asks permission
for the location of the other party each time he/she wishes to
obtain it (by a means such as a wireless communication) and,
only when the user can get permission, the location informa-
tion of the other party is disclosed.

According to the technique disclosed in Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open No. 2002-262338, it is required that
an ID number specifying the other party whose location infor-
mation the user wishes to obtain is obtained in advance and
registered with the mobile terminal of the user who wishes to
obtain the location information of the other party. In addition,
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it is assumed that the mobile terminal uses a PIN number to
use a location information service. Furthermore, the mobile
terminal of the other party whose location information the
user wished to obtain is practically configured to provide the
present location information thereof only to intended parties
while preventing the present location information from being
obtained by general public. In order to achieve that, it is
necessary to introduce measures such that the mobile termi-
nal of the corresponding party must pass through steps to
permit disclosure of the location information thereof.

However, such configuration to pass through specific
authorization steps in order to ask for permission for disclo-
sure of the information of the corresponding party requires
considerable time and effort for both of the user and the
corresponding party. With such considerable time and effort
required, there is not much difference from a case where the
user calls the corresponding party to ask the location or asks
the corresponding party to describe the location in the e-mail.

Moreover, there may be a case where the user waiting for
the other party late wishes to know not only the location
information of the other party but also other information. For
example, the user waiting for the other party may wish to
know additional information such as transportation being
used by the other party as well as the present location of the
other party, so as to guess when the other party will arrive and
reduce a time waiting idly. However, it also requires consid-
erable time and effort for both the user and the other party if
the user inquires the other party about the additional infor-
mation by sending an e-mail and the other party receiving the
inquiry composes a reply e-mail to describe the additional
information.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention, in
consideration of such problems, to provide a transmission
side mobile terminal capable of easily and quickly compose
an e-mail requesting information such as the present location
of the corresponding party. Moreover, it is also an object of
the present invention to provide a reception side mobile ter-
minal capable of easily and quickly composing and transmit-
ting an e-mail containing information such as the present
location of itself only to an intended party based on a received
e-mail requesting the information.

Solutions To Problems

In order to achieve the above object, the invention of a
mobile terminal in accordance with a first aspect includes:

a transmission and reception unit for transmitting and
receiving an e-mail; and

an e-mail composing unit for composing an e-mail includ-
ing a special character with which an information reply
request is associated, wherein the information reply request is
to obtain information on a destination mobile terminal of the
e-mail, which is transmitted by the transmission and recep-
tion unit.

In accordance with a second aspect of the present inven-
tion, in the mobile terminal in accordance with the first aspect,

the e-mail composing unit further includes a selection unit
for selecting information on the destination mobile terminal
to request, and composes the e-mail by associating the infor-
mation reply request, which is to obtain the information
selected by the selection unit, with the special character.

The invention of a mobile terminal in accordance with a
third aspect includes:

a transmission and reception unit for transmitting and
receiving an e-mail;

a determination unit for determining whether an e-mail
received by the transmission and reception unit includes a
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4

special character for inquiry with which an information reply
request requesting reply with information on the mobile ter-
minal is associated; and

a reply e-mail composing unit, if the determination unit
determines that the special character for inquiry is included,
for composing a reply e-mail including a special character for
reply with which reply information in accordance with the
information reply request is associated.

In accordance with a fourth aspect of the present invention,
in the mobile terminal in accordance with the third aspect,

the reply e-mail composing unit further includes a selec-
tion unit for selecting a desired item from items of the infor-
mation reply request, and composes the reply e-mail by asso-
ciating the reply information in accordance with the item of
the information reply request selected by the selection unit
with the special character for reply.

In accordance with a fifth aspect of the present invention,
the mobile terminal in accordance with the third aspect fur-
ther includes

alocation information obtaining unit for obtaining location
information of the mobile terminal, and

the reply e-mail composing unit composes the reply e-mail
including the location information of the mobile terminal
obtained by the location information obtaining unit.

In accordance with a sixth aspect of the present invention,
the mobile terminal in accordance with the fifth aspect further
includes

a timing unit for measuring present time, and

the reply e-mail composing unit composes the reply e-mail
including estimated transportation information of the mobile
terminal, estimated based on the location information of the
mobile terminal obtained by the location information obtain-
ing unit and time information obtained by the timing unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating a sche-
matic configuration of a cellular phone according to a first
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating examples of display on a
display unit of a transmission side terminal according to the
first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an operation to transmit an
e-mail by the transmission side terminal according to the first
embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an operation to receive the
e-mail and reply by the reception side terminal according to
the first embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating examples of display on the
display unit of the reception side terminal according to the
first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating examples of display on the
display unit of the transmission side terminal when receiving
a reply e-mail according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating examples of display on the
display unit of the reception side terminal according to the
second embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating the operation to transmit
the e-mail by the transmission side terminal according to the
second embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating the operation to receive the
e-mail and reply by the reception side terminal according to
the second embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating the operation to receive
the e-mail and reply by the reception side terminal according
to a third embodiment;
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FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating examples of display on the
display unit of the reception side terminal according to the
third embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating examples of display on the
display unit of the transmission side terminal when receiving
the reply e-mail according to the third embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating an operation to reply with
an e-mail by the reception side terminal according to a fourth
embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating examples of display on the
display unit of the reception side terminal according to the
fourth embodiment; and

FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating examples of display on the
display unit of the transmission side terminal when receiving
the reply e-mail according to the fourth embodiment.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10 mobile terminal

12 input unit

14 display unit

16 microphone

18 speaker

20 communication unit
22 GPS processing unit
24 memory unit

26 non-contact IC card function unit
28 timing unit

30 control unit

32 e-mail composing unit
34 determination unit

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings. In each of the embodi-
ments described below, a cellular phone is taken as an
example of a mobile terminal of the present invention. How-
ever, the mobile terminal of the present invention is not lim-
ited to a cellular phone but is applicable to mobile communi-
cation terminals such as, for example, a PDA and the like.
Further, in the following description, a terminal that transmits
an e-mail including an information reply request to inquire
location information of a corresponding party is referred to as
a “transmission side” terminal and a terminal that receives the
e-mail including the information reply request is referred to
as a “reception side” terminal.

According to each embodiment of the present invention,
since two cellular phones having the same specification are
used, and one can be a transmission side terminal and the
other can be a reception side terminal, explanation is given on
the assumption that the cellular phones used on the transmis-
sion and on the reception sides have the same specification.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating a sche-
matic configuration of a cellular phone 10 according to a first
embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, a cellular phone 10 is provided with an
inputunit 12, a display unit 14, amicrophone 16 and a speaker
18. The input unit 12 is constituted of an operation key group
and the likes to receive input by a user. The display unit 14 is
constituted of a liquid crystal display, an organic EL display
or the like to display a variety of information such as a result
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of input to the input unit 12. The microphone 16 receives
audio input, whereas the speaker 18 outputs audio.

The cellular phone 10 is further provided with a commu-
nication unit 20, a GPS processing unit 22, a memory unit 24,
a non-contact IC card function unit 26, a timing unit 28, a
control unit 30 for controlling the cellular phone 10 entirely
including above function units. The communication unit 20
constitutes a transmission/reception unit for transmitting and
receiving information including audio data and e-mail data to
and from a base station (not shown) via an antenna. The GPS
processing unit 22 constitutes a location information obtain-
ing unit for receiving GPS information (for example, latitude
and longitude data) via a GPS antenna and converting the
GPS information into data which can be processed by the
cellular phone 10. The memory unit 24 stores various kinds of
information such as input information, application programs
and the likes. The non-contact IC card function unit 26 per-
forms a short distance radio communication with various
external terminals (not shown). The timing unit 28 measures
present time. In the following description, the application
program is abbreviated to “application”.

The control unit 30 includes an e-mail composing unit 32
and a determination unit 34. The e-mail composing unit 32
retrieves an e-mail composing application from the memory
unit 24 and controls a sequence of composition of the e-mail
based on input to the input unit 12 by the user. The determi-
nation unit 24 determines whether data constituting a prede-
termined special character is included in a received e-mail by
the communication unit 20.

The input unit 12 may be a key operation unit (not shown)
having a plurality of mechanical keys or may be a touch panel
(not shown) that is superimposed on the front face of the
display unit 14, in accordance with the specification of the
cellular phone 10. In addition, for convenience of explana-
tion, the memory unit 24 is explained as a unit not only for
storing input information and various applications and the
like, but also for serving as a work memory or a buffer.

The GPS processing unit 22 is controlled by the control
unit 30 to receive radio waves from a GPS satellite by using
the GPS antenna and thereby calculates the location informa-
tion (for example, latitude and longitude) of the terminal
itself. The non-contact IC card function unit 26 performs a
non-contact communication for an electric payment. The user
can perform the electric payment automatically in a non-
contact manner by holding the non-contact IC card function
unit of a terminal body over an IC card reader/writer con-
nected to a POS (Point Of Sales) terminal in a shop. More-
over, the non-contact IC card function unit enables a railway
company to automatically withdraw a fare from a previously
charged (stored) money at a point where the user passes
through an automatic ticket gate in accordance with a service
provided by the company or may function as a commuter pass
by being registered in advance.

It is to be noted that since each function unit of the cellular
phone 10 of the present invention may have the same consti-
tution as those of a conventional cellular phone having a
general GPS function and a non-contact IC card function
mounted therein, a detailed description of each function unit
is omitted.

The following is a description of an operation of a trans-
mission side cellular phone 10 according to the present
embodiment to transmit the e-mail, with reference to
examples of display on a screen in FIG. 2 and a flowchart in
FIG. 3.

First, when a user operates the transmission side terminal
to start writing an e-mail inquiring about a present location of
a corresponding party, the e-mail composing unit 32 of the



US 9,252,978 B2

7

cellular phone 10, the transmission side terminal, retrieves
and executes the e-mail composing application from the
memory unit 24. Thereby, the operation shifts to an e-mail
composing mode to compose an e-mail (step S101). In the
e-mail composing mode, the display unit 14 is controlled by
the e-mail composing unit 32 to display characters of the
e-mail in response to user input to the input unit 12.

In the present embodiment, when the user of the cellular
phone 10 of the transmission side terminal inquires about
information of the corresponding party through an e-mail in
order to know a present location of the corresponding party
whom the user is supposed to meet for example, the user
includes the predetermined special character (special charac-
ter for inquiry) to facilitate a response by the corresponding
party in the e-mail. The special character for inquiry may take
any forms such as, for example, a special character, a symbol,
a pictorial symbol, a picture, a mark and an icon, as long as
they are distinguishable from normal characters used in the
e-mail.

For example, the user can compose an e-mail with a mes-
sage such as ““WHERE?” are you? Please contact me.”
including a pictorial symbol depicting “WHERE?” as the
predetermined special character for inquiry, as shown in FI1G.
2(a). However, it is also possible to inquire about the present
location of the corresponding party by sending only the spe-
cial character for inquiry. Hence, the present example
describes a case where the e-mail includes only a single
special character for inquiry such as “WHERE?” as shown in
FIG. 2(b).

In the e-mail composing mode, when the special character
for inquiry is detected in the e-mail being written (Yes at step
S102), the e-mail composing unit 32 attaches an information
reply request, which is information requesting the reception
side terminal to reply with its location information, to the
e-mail by associating the information reply request with the
special character for inquiry (step S103).

When composing the e-mail is completed, the control unit
30 determines whether the user has input using the input unit
12 to start a transmission process of the e-mail composed
(step S104). After input to start the e-mail transmission pro-
cess, that is, when an icon “TRANSMIT” shown in a lower
right of FIG. 2(b) is selected, the control unit 30 encodes data
of the e-mail and controls the communication unit 20 to
transmit the encoded data to the reception side terminal via
the base station (step S105), and then ends the e-mail trans-
mission process. At this time, it is possible to indicate to the
user that the information reply request has been sent together
with a message of the e-mail (the special character only, in the
present example), by showing a screen as shown in FIG. 2(c)
on the display unit 14.

If'the special character for inquiry is not used in the e-mail
to transmit at the step S102, it means that characters are input
to a normal e-mail without the information reply request
attached thereto. When the special character for inquiry is not
used, the e-mail transmission process thereafter is the same as
a normal e-mail transmission process.

In the present embodiment as described above, the user
who wishes to know the present location of the corresponding
party can transmit a reply request about the location informa-
tion by a significantly simple and quick operation to include
the special character for inquiry in the e-mail when compos-
ing a usual normal e-mail. That is, it is possible to make an
inquiry about the present location of the corresponding party
by the same sequence as to compose the usual e-mail or by
composing the e-mail containing only the special character
for inquiry to simply request for the location information of
the corresponding party.
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Next, operations to receive and reply to an e-mail by the
cellular phone 10 on the reception side according to the
present embodiment are described with reference to a flow-
chart in FIG. 4 and examples of display on the screen in FIG.
5. Here, it describes about the cellular phone 10 of the recep-
tion side terminal which receives the e-mail including the
predetermined special character (special character for
inquiry) having associated therewith the information reply
request from the cellular phone 10 of the transmission side
terminal described above and replies to the e-mail. Although
it is possible to receive a usual e-mail without the predeter-
mined special character and reply to the usual e-mail by
composing a usual e-mail, such operation is the same as
reception and transmission of the e-mail using conventionally
known mobile terminals and thus a description thereof is
omitted.

First, the control unit 30 of a reception side cellular phone
10 controls the communication unit 20 to receive the e-mail
transmitted from the transmission side terminal through the
base station via the antenna (step S201). When the e-mail is
thereby received, the control unit 30 stores the received
e-mail in the memory unit 24. At this time, the determination
unit 34 determines whether the predetermined special char-
acter (special character for inquiry) with which the informa-
tion reply request is associated is included in the received
e-mail. When the special character for inquiry is included in
the e-mail, the control unit 30 also stores the information
reply request attached in association with the special charac-
ter for inquiry in the memory unit 24.

When the e-mail is stored, the control unit 30 determines
whether the user has operated the input unit 12 to shift to a
received e-mail display mode such that the user of the recep-
tion side terminal can view the e-mail (step S202). If the user
has operated to shift to the received e-mail display mode, the
controlunit 30 retrieves a message of the e-mail together with
the special character for inquiry from the memory unit 24 and
controls the display unit 14 to display them (step S203). For
example, when the e-mail received from the transmission side
terminal includes only the special character for inquiry
‘WHERE?’, the display unit 14 displays a screen as shown in
FIG. 5(a).

The special character for inquiry included in the e-mail is
displayed on the display unit 14 to be distinguishable from
characters used to compose a usual e-mail, as shown in FIG.
5(a), for example. In FIG. 5(a), a name of a sender of the
e-mail is shown in a column ‘from’ to show that the e-mail
being displayed is transmitted from a user registered under a
name of Mr. A. In descriptions hereinafter, the user operating
the cellular phone 10 of the transmission side is referred to as
Mr. A, whereas the user operating the cellular phone 10 of the
reception side is referred to as Mr. B.

After displaying the message of the e-mail including the
special character for inquiry on the display unit 14 at step
S203, the e-mail composing unit 32 determines whether to
reply by using the special character for inquiry or to reply
without using the special character for inquiry in accordance
with an operation by the user (step S204). An operation to
reply using the special character for inquiry, i.e. based on the
information reply request associated with the special charac-
ter for inquiry is hereinafter referred to as a “reply informa-
tion e-mail composing mode”, for convenience. In addition,
an operation to reply without using the special character for
inquiry, that is, to reply only with conventional textual infor-
mation and not responding to the information reply request is
hereinafter referred to as a “text e-mail composing mode”.

When displaying the special character for inquiry (pictorial
symbol of “‘WHERE?, in this case) with which the informa-
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tion reply request is associated, together with the message on
the display unit 14, the control unit 30 controls the special
character for inquiry to be selected in response to an input
operation (such as a key pressing operation) to the input unit
12 by the user of the reception side. The e-mail composing
unit 32 shifts the cellular phone 10 to the reply information
e-mail composing mode in response to an input operation to
select the special character for inquiry (step S205). In the
reply information e-mail composing mode, the e-mail com-
posing unit 32, based on the information associated with the
special character for inquiry retrieved from the memory unit
24, controls the display unit 14 to display a predetermined
special character (special character for reply) for reply in
association with a reply information, which is information to
respond to the information reply request by the sender of the
e-mail. The special character for reply may take any forms
such as, for example, a special character, a symbol, a pictorial
symbol, a picture, a mark and an icon, as long as they can be
distinguished from normal characters used in the e-mail.
However, it is preferable that the special character for reply is
in a form which enables a user to recognize that it is a special
character for responding to the special character for inquiry
included in the e-mail from the transmission side.

For example, a case where the special character for inquiry
‘WHERE?’ as shown in FIG. 5(a) is selected to shift to the
reply information e-mail composing mode is described. In
this case, the e-mail composing unit 32 displays a reply e-mail
composing screen which shows a pictorial symbol depicting
‘HERE!” from the beginning as the special character for reply
corresponding to the information reply request from the
transmission side, on the display unit 14. The special charac-
ter for reply can be treated as a simple pictorial symbol
included in the e-mail and it is possible to compose a reply
e-mail with a message as “I’m ‘HERE!. I’1l be there soon.”
shown in FIG. 5(¢), for example. The following is a descrip-
tion about a case of composing an e-mail including only the
special character for reply ‘HERE!” as shown in FIG. 5(5), as
an example responding to the information reply request of a
corresponding party in a simplest manner.

After completing to compose a reply e-mail including the
special character for reply with which reply information will
be associated, the e-mail composing unit 32 determines
whether the user operates the input unit 12 to start the e-mail
transmission process for the e-mail composed (step S206).
When input is performed to start the e-mail transmission
process, that is, when the icon “TRANSMIT” shown in a
lower right of FIG. 5(b) is selected, the e-mail composing unit
32 encodes data of this e-mail. In the encoding process, the
e-mail composing unit 32 associates predetermined reply
information with the special character for reply included in
the message of the e-mail.

In the present embodiment, the predetermined reply infor-
mation of the reception side terminal in response to the infor-
mation reply request from the transmission side terminal is
information on the present location of the reception side
terminal, in particular. In order to obtain information on the
present location, the e-mail composing unit 32 controls the
GPS processing unit 22 to obtain the location information by
the GPS as the present location of the cellular phone 10 (step
S207). At this point, the GPS processing unit 22 is controlled
by the e-mail composing unit 32 to receive radio waves from
the GPS satellite by using the GPS antenna and thereby cal-
culates the location information (for example, latitude and
longitude) of the terminal itself. Since techniques to obtain
the location information of the terminal itself with a position-
ing system using the GPS are known in the art, a detailed
description thereof is omitted.
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Next, the e-mail composing unit 32 controls the commu-
nication unit 20 to transmit the location information obtained
by GPS to an external server (not shown) via the antenna
thereof. On reception of the location information based on the
GPS from the cellular phone 10, the external server 10
searches for address information corresponding to the loca-
tion information and transmits a reply including a result of the
search to the cellular phone 10. By the reply from the external
server, the cellular phone 10 obtains the address information
of the terminal itself (step S208). Techniques to transmit the
present location information to the external server and receive
the reply including the address information corresponding to
the present location are also known in the art, a detailed
description thereof is omitted. During the process at step
S207 and S208, the control unit 30 may display a screen as
shown in FIG. 5(d), for example, on the display unit 14 so as
to inform the user that the reply information (the present
location information and the address information based
thereon) is being obtained.

On obtaining the reply information, the e-mail composing
unit 32 attaches the reply information obtained to the e-mail
by associating the information with the special character for
reply (the pictorial symbol ‘HERE’, in this case) in the e-mail
(step S209). Next, the control unit 30 encodes the e-mail and
controls the communication unit 20, by referring an e-mail
address of the transmission side terminal based on header
information of the received e-mail, to transmit the e-mail
having the reply information attached thereto to the transmis-
sion side terminal (step S210). After completing to transmit
this e-mail, the control unit 30 may display a screen as shown
in FIG. 5(e), for example, on the display unit 14 so as to
inform the user that the reply information is transmitted
together with the e-mail message.

When the reception side transmits an e-mail not including
the special character for reply in response to the received
e-mail including the special character for inquiry at step
S204, that is, transmits the e-mail without the reply informa-
tion and with not responding to the information reply request
from the transmission side terminal, a process proceeds to
step S211. After shifting to the text e-mail composing mode at
step S211, the e-mail composing unit 32 composes the reply
e-mail using only usual characters, and then transmits the
reply e-mail at step S212.

Accordingly, in the present embodiment, as a simplest
operation, the reception side terminal which received the
information reply request from the transmission side terminal
can prepare the reply e-mail including the special character
for reply with which the reply information is associated,
based on the user operation to simply select the special char-
acter for inquiry included in the received e-mail. After pre-
paring the reply e-mail, it is possible to automatically obtain
the present location information and the address information
of the reception side terminal requested by the user of the
transmission side terminal and to attach them to the reply
e-mail to be transmitted, only by the user operation to trans-
mit the reply e-mail. Hence, even the user who is not good at
operating devices can respond to the inquiry about the loca-
tion by operating his mobile terminal in a significantly simple
manner.

The cellular phone 10 (of the user Mr. A) which received
the reply e-mail can display the message of the reply e-mail
received on the display unit 14, as shown in FIG. 6(a) for
example in this case. The special character for reply included
in the reply e-mail is associated with the present location
information and the address information of the cellular phone
(of the user Mr. B) which transmitted the reply e-mail. There-
fore, the control unit 30, in response to an input operation of
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the user Mr. A using the input unit 12 to select the special
character for reply, for example, displays the information
associated with the special character for reply as shown in
FIG. 6(b). Then, in response to an input operation to select
‘DISPLAY ADDRESS’ as shown in FIG. 6(54), the control
unit 30 displays the address information of the user Mr. B on
the display unit 14 as shown in FIG. 6(c¢). In addition, the
control unit 30, in response to an operation to select the
‘DISPLAY MAP’ as shown in FIG. 6(5), by transmitting the
address information to the external server (not shown) to
request for reply with map information corresponding to the
address and obtaining the map information, displays a map as
shown in FIG. 6(d), for example, on the display unit 14.

As set forth above, the user Mr. A who wishes to know the
present location of the corresponding party can quickly
inquire about the location of the corresponding party by a
simple operation. In addition, the user Mr. B who receives the
inquiry about the location can compose and transmit a reply
e-mail easily and quickly in response to the inquiry based on
the received e-mail. Moreover, the user Mr. A who receives
the reply e-mail can know the present location of the user Mr.
B quickly by a simple operation.

Furthermore, the user can protect privacy when receiving
the information reply request through an e-mail including the
special character for inquiry. In particular, the user who
received the information reply request can make a selection
whether to inform the corresponding party of the present
address or place of the user by replying with the reply infor-
mation, to reply with the normal e-mail without the reply
information (that is, without disclosing the location informa-
tion of the user), or even not to reply. Hence, it is possible to
disclose the information of the terminal itself only to intended
corresponding parties.

Second Embodiment

In the second embodiment, differently from the first
embodiment described above, the transmission side terminal
requests a corresponding terminal to reply with not only
information on the present location and the address informa-
tion thereof but also other information selected from a variety
of'information, and the reception side terminal obtains infor-
mation in accordance with the information reply request and
transmits them to the transmission side terminal. Therefore,
the e-mail composing unit 32 of the transmission side cellular
phone 10 according to the present embodiment has a selection
unit (not shown) not only to display items of a variety of
information on the corresponding terminal to request on the
display unit 14 but also to receive selection of the items to
request for reply.

The following is a description of an operation to transmit
the e-mail by the transmission side cellular phone 10 accord-
ing to the present embodiment, with reference to the
examples of the display screen shown in FIG. 7 and a flow-
chart shown in FIG. 8.

The transmission side cellular phone 10 according to the
present embodiment, in the same manner as that according to
the above first embodiment, when the user ofthe transmission
side who wishes to know the present location and the likes of
the corresponding party composes an e-mail, allows the user
to include the special character for inquiry in the e-mail as
shown in FIG. 7(a) and transmit the e-mail. In the same
manner as the above first embodiment, the case of composing
the e-mail including only the special character for inquiry
‘WHERE?’ is described below as an example to inquire in the
simplest manner about information such as the present loca-
tion of the corresponding party.
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Ifthe special character for inquiry is detected in the e-mail
being composed (Yes of step S102) in the e-mail composing
mode at step S101 shown in FIG. 8, the selection unit of the
e-mail composing unit 32 receives input to select the infor-
mation on the reception side terminal to associate as the
information reply request with the special character for
inquiry (step S301). For example, items of the information
that the transmission side terminal can request to the recep-
tion side terminal are displayed on the display unit 14 as
shown in FIG. 7(b), for example, so as to receive input by the
user of the transmission side terminal to select desired items.
FIG. 7(b) shows, as an example of the information request
selecting operation, a state where the present location of the
corresponding party, transportation, nearest station, nearby
landmark, traffic report and the likes are listed, and the user of
the transmission side selects the present location and the
transportation among the items.

When an input operation is performed to confirm the
selected items of the information reply request at step S302,
that is, when an icon ‘CONFIRM’ shown in a lower right of
FIG. 7(b) is selected, the e-mail composing unit 32 attaches
information on the information rely request selected to the
e-mail by associating the information with the special char-
acter for inquiry (step S103).

After completing to compose the e-mail, the control unit 30
determines whether the user has operated the input unit 12 to
start the e-mail transmission process to transmit the com-
pleted e-mail (step S104). When the user inputs to start the
e-mail transmission process, that is, the icon “TRANSMIT’ in
the lower right of FIG. 7(a) is selected on the screen which is
returned to the original state after the information request
selection shown in FIG. 7(b) is confirmed, the control unit 30
encodes this e-mail and transmits it (step S105). After the
e-mail transmission process, the display unit 14 may display
a screen as shown in FIG. 7(c), for example, so as to inform
the user that the selected information reply request is trans-
mitted together with the message of the e-mail to the corre-
sponding party (only the special character for inquiry, in this
example).

As described above, according to the present embodiment,
the user who wishes to know the present location and other
information of the corresponding party can quickly transmit
the reply request of the location information and other infor-
mation through significantly simple operations, including the
predetermined special character for inquiry in the normal
e-mail and selecting desired information about the reception
side terminal.

The following is a description of an operation to receive
and reply to the e-mail by the reception side cellular phone 10
according to the present embodiment, with reference to a
flowchart in FIG. 9. In the operation of the reception side
terminal according to the present embodiment, when trans-
mitting the reply e-mail in the reply information e-mail com-
posing mode of the reception side terminal according to the
first embodiment (step S206), the e-mail composing unit 32
obtains the location information and the address information.
According to the present embodiment, furthermore, the
e-mail composing unit 32 controls corresponding units to
perform processing to obtain various information necessary
as the reply information in accordance with the information
reply request from the transmission side terminal.

More particularly, when the reply e-mail having associated
therewith the reply information in accordance with the infor-
mation reply request is composed in the reply information
e-mail composing mode at step S205 and the e-mail trans-
mission process is started (Yes of step S206), the operation
shifts to step S401. At step S401, the e-mail composing unit



US 9,252,978 B2

13

32 controls each function unit to analyze items of the infor-
mation reply request associated with the special character for
inquiry in the e-mail received from the transmission side
terminal and to obtain the information corresponding to the
items as the reply information.

For example, if information on ‘PRESENT LOCATION’ is
requested by the information reply request, the e-mail com-
posing unit 32 controls the GPS processing unit 22 in the
same manner as the first embodiment to receive radio waves
from the GPS satellite and thereby obtains the location infor-
mation of the terminal itself. Furthermore, the e-mail com-
posing unit 32 controls the communication unit 20 to com-
municate with the external server as necessary, so as to
convert the location information into the address information.

In addition, if information on ‘TRANSPORTATION’ is
requested by the information reply request and it is detected
that the terminal has passed through the automatic ticket gate
of a station by reading a usage history of the non-contact IC
card function unit 26, for example, it is regarded that the user
is onatrain. Itis also possible to regard that the user is on a bus
when detecting that it is immediately after the non-contact IC
card function unit 26 has communicated with an IC card
reader/writer installed in the bus, or that the useris in a taxi in
a similar manner, and to include such result in the reply
information. Moreover, if it is detected that it is immediately
after the terminal has communicated with the IC card reader/
writer terminal in a shop as the user purchased something
with electronic money, it is possible to include the reply
information such as ‘NO’ transportation and ‘NEAR THE
SHOP”’ in the reply e-mail.

Furthermore, if the present location information has been
obtained by the GPS processing unit 22, it is also possible to
inquire about various kinds of relevant information to the
present location by using conventional techniques by trans-
mitting the location information to appropriate external serv-
ers. For example, it is possible to include a name of a train
station nearest from the present location as ‘NEAREST STA-
TION” information and a name of a nearby building which
can be a landmark as ‘NEARBY LANDMARK” in the reply
information. In addition, traffic information near the present
location and delay information of railway companies around
the nearest station can be included as “TRANSPORTATION”
in the reply information.

Thereby, after obtaining all of the reply information corre-
sponding to the information reply request received from the
transmission side terminal, the e-mail composing unit 32
controls the reply information to be attached in association
with the special character for reply in the reply e-mail (step
S402). Then, the reply e-mail including the special character
for reply is encoded and transmitted to the transmission side
terminal (step S403). Other operations are the same as those
in the first embodiment.

As set forth above, the user Mr. A who wishes to know not
only the present location of the corresponding party but also
various relevant information can inquire about them quickly
by a simple operation. In addition, the user Mr. B who
received the inquiry can compose and transmit the reply
e-mail in response to the inquiry based on the received e-mail
quickly in a simple manner.

Moreover, the user Mr. A who received the reply e-mail can
know not only the present location of the user Mr. B but also
the relevant information quickly by a simple operation. For
example, a case is exemplified where the transmission side
terminal of the user Mr. A transmits an e-mail including the
information reply request selected as shown in FIG. 7(5). In
this case, if the reception side terminal of the user Mr. B
transmits a reply e-mail including the reply information in
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accordance with the information reply request, the transmis-
sion side terminal of the user Mr. A who received the reply
e-mail can view the information on the present location and
transportation corresponding to the information reply
request.

Third Embodiment

According to the third embodiment, the transmission side
terminal can request a reply including not only the present
location and the address information of the corresponding
party but also various information of the corresponding party
selectively in the same manner as the above second embodi-
ment, and the reception side terminal can select one among
items of the information reply request received and transmit
the reply information to the transmission side terminal.
Therefore, the e-mail composing unit 32 of the reception side
cellular phone 10 according to the present embodiment has a
selection unit (not shown) for displaying the items of the
information reply request received on the display unit 14 and
receiving selection of items of the reply information to trans-
mit based on input from the input unit 12.

The following is a description about the operation to
receive and reply to the e-mail by the reception side cellular
phone 10 according to the present embodiment, with refer-
ence to a flowchart shown in FIG. 10 and examples of the
display screen shown in FIG. 11. Since the operation to trans-
mit the e-mail by the transmission side cellular phone 10
according to the present embodiment is the same as that of the
second embodiment, a description thereof is omitted.

The operation of the reception side cellular phone 10
according to the present embodiment differs from the opera-
tion to compose the reply e-mail in the reply information
e-mail composing mode according to the second embodi-
ment, that is, the operation after step S205. At step S205, the
e-mail composing unit 32 controls the display unit 14 to
display items of the information reply request selected and
associated with the special character for inquiry in the e-mail
received from the transmission side terminal. Next, the selec-
tion unit of the e-mail composing unit 32 receives an input to
select items of information, among the information reply
request displayed, to permit to be disclosed as the reply infor-
mation based on an input operation by the user using the input
unit 12 (step S501). Then, when input by the user to confirm
the items of the reply information to transmit is detected at
step S502, the e-mail composing unit 32 performs the trans-
mission process of the reply e-mail and performs the same
operation as that of the second embodiment after step S206.

When receiving the e-mail having the selected information
reply request attached thereto through the operation
described above, the reception side cellular phone 10 displays
the received e-mail including the special character for inquiry
on the display unit 14 as shown in FIG. 11(a), for example.
Then, when the operation shifts to the reply information
e-mail composing mode in response to a selecting input of the
special character for inquiry, the reception side cellular phone
10 displays the items of the information reply request
inquired by the user of the transmission side terminal, as
shown in FIG. 11(5). In an example shown in FI1G. 11(5), the
information reply request selected and transmitted by the user
Mr. A of the transmission side terminal includes 4 items of
“PRESENT LOCATION’, “TRANSPORTATION’, ‘NEAR-
EST STATION’ and ‘NEARBY LANDMARK". By input to
select the information to permit to be disclosed among the
items and to confirm it, the user Mr. B of the reception side
terminal transmits the reply information selectively. In the
example shown in FIG. 11(5), the user of the reception side
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terminal selects 3 items of “PRESENT LOCATION’,
‘TRANSPORTATION” and ‘NEAREST STATION’, among
items of the information reply request, so as to permit to be
disclosed as the reply information.

It is to be noted that, according to the present embodiment,
when the user of the reception side terminal selects items of
the reply information among the items of the information
reply request, the terminal can be controlled to automatically
obtain contents of the reply information or to determine the
contents of the reply information depending on the selecting
input by the user, in accordance with the items selected.

That is, for information of the ‘PRESENT LOCATION”,
for example, it is possible to select ‘Automatic Acquisition’ or
‘User Input’. For the ‘Automatic Acquisition’, the location
information of the terminal that the e-mail composing unit 32
obtains by controlling the GPS processing unit 22 is used as
the reply information. For the ‘User Input’, the user is
prompted to input following instructions of a screen (display
unit 14) and the information based on the input by the user is
used as the reply information. For example, it may happen
that the reception side cellular phone 10 does not have the
GPS function or cannot use the GPS function as being in an
area incapable of receiving the radio waves from the GPS
satellite. In such cases, the input unit 12 receives input of the
textual information by the user and the e-mail composing unit
32 uses the textual information that the user input as the
information on the present location. Alternatively, it is also
possible to support input of the address information by nar-
rowing down to a name of a place by selecting from among
alternatives sequentially. FIG. 11(c) shows that it is set to
automatically obtain the present location by using the GPS
function of the cellular phone 10.

Inregard to information on “TRANSPORTATION’, it may
happen that, for example, the cellular phone 10 does not have
a function to automatically determine the transportation or
cannot use the function. In such cases, the e-mail composing
unit 32, as shown in FIG. 11(¢), can list candidates for trans-
portations currently available and receive user input to select
one among the candidates so as to use the information as the
reply information.

By selecting one between the automatic acquisition and the
user input in accordance with the items of the information
reply request as described above, it is possible to improve
accuracy (preciseness) of the reply information to transmit to
the corresponding party. Selection between the automatic
acquisition and the user input may be determined by the user
each time the user selects the reply information among the
information reply request after starting the reply information
e-mail composing mode, preset as a user setting for each of
the items, or determined based on an initial setting.

After the user of the reception side terminal confirms the
selection of the reply information and completes to compose
the reply e-mail, a screen as shown in FIG. 11(d) is displayed
on the display unit 14 so as to receive input to start transmis-
sion. Then, when the transmission process is started by input
to start the transmission (selection of the icon “TRANSMIT”),
a screen as shown in FIG. 11(e) can be displayed so as to
indicate that the selected reply information is being obtained.
After completion in obtainment of the reply information, it is
preferred to display a screen as shown in FIG. 11(f) so as to
inform the user that the selected reply information has been
transmitted together with the e-mail.

FIG. 12(a) shows an example of a state where the trans-
mission side terminal which received the reply e-mail trans-
mitted from the reception side terminal as described above
displays the reply e-mail on the display unit 14. In this
example, the reply e-mail transmitted from the reception side
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terminal is composed of only the special character for reply
(the pictorial symbol ‘HERE!”) with which the reply infor-
mation is associated.

Various reply information such as the location information
of'the reception side terminal, which the user of the reception
side terminal permitted to be disclosed among items of the
information reply request, is associated with the special char-
acter for reply. Therefore, based on input to select the special
character for reply by the user of the transmission side termi-
nal, the control unit 30 displays items of the reply information
selected and transmitted by the user of the reception side as
shown in FIG. 12(b), for example. Based on input to select the
reply information by the user of the transmission side termi-
nal, the control unit 30 displays various kinds of reply infor-
mation associated with the special character for reply on the
display unit 14. It is preferred to show accuracy of each item
ofthe information to the user of the transmission side terminal
by indicating whether the information is automatically
obtained by the reception side terminal or is based on input by
the user of the reception side terminal, for each item of the
reply information, as shown in FIG. 12(5).

Thereby, the user Mr. A of the transmission side terminal
who wishes to know not only the present location of the
corresponding party but also various kinds of relevant infor-
mation can inquire for them quickly by a simple operation. In
addition, the user Mr. B who received the inquiry may select
the information to permit to be disclosed among the inquires
based on the received e-mail, easily and quickly compose the
reply e-mail and transmit it. Moreover, the user Mr. A who
received the reply e-mail can also know the information per-
mitted to be disclosed by the user Mr. B quickly by an easy
operation.

Fourth Embodiment

According to the fourth embodiment, if the “TRANSPOR-
TATION’ information is included in the information reply
request transmitted by the transmission side terminal in the
above second and the third embodiments, the transportation
being used by the user of the reception side terminal is esti-
mated easily but highly accurately, as the reply information
corresponding to the “TRANSPORTATION” information.

The following is a description about an operation to esti-
mate the transportation when the reception side cellular
phone 10 transmits the reply e-mail according to the present
embodiment, with reference to a flowchart shown in FIG. 13
and examples of the display screen shown in FIG. 14. It is to
be noted that the operation to transmit the e-mail by the
transmission side cellular phone 10 according to the present
embodiment and the operation of the reception side cellular
phone 10 from reception of the e-mail including the informa-
tion reply request to shift to the reply information e-mail
composing mode in response to the e-mail (step S205) are the
same as those in the second and the third embodiment. There-
fore, descriptions of those operations are omitted.

At step S205, the reply e-mail is composed by selecting
items about the information of the reception side terminal to
permit to be disclosed as the reply information among items
of the information reply request from the transmission side
terminal and associating the reply information with the spe-
cial character for reply. FIG. 14(a) shows an example of
screen display when the user performs an input operation
such that the reception side terminal automatically obtains the
present location and automatically discriminates the trans-
portation among the items of the information reply request of
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the transmission side terminal. Composing of the reply e-mail
is completed when this input by the user is confirmed (Yes of
step S502).

At step S206, when a screen as shown in FIG. 14(b) is
displayed and the reply e-mail composed starts to be trans-
mitted by user’s operation (selection of the icon “TRANS-
MIT?), the operation shifts to step S601. At step S601, the
e-mail composing unit 32 determines whether the items of the
information reply request included in the reply e-mail to
transmit includes the request for information on the transpor-
tation of the corresponding party estimated by automatic
determination. If the reply information selected in accor-
dance with the information reply request includes the request
for the information on the transportation estimated by auto-
matic determination, the e-mail composing unit 32 controls
the GPS processing unit 22 to obtain the location information
of the terminal itself and obtains a present time from the
timing unit 28 (step S602). At this point, it is preferred to
display as shown in FIG. 14(c), for example, to inform the
user that the necessary information is being obtained.

Next, if the reply information includes not only the infor-
mation on the transportation but also information necessary
to obtain by internal processing of the cellular phone 10 or by
communication with an external server, the e-mail composing
unit 32 obtains corresponding reply information by control-
ling function units (step S603). Then, the e-mail composing
unit 32 attaches the information obtained to the reply e-mail
(step S604).

After obtaining necessary information, the e-mail compos-
ing unit 32 again obtains, at a predetermined time interval, the
location information of the terminal itself and the present
time at which the location information is obtained (step
S605). After obtaining the location information and time
information for the second time, the e-mail composing unit 32
controls the communication unit 20 to transmit two pairs of
the location information and the time information to an exter-
nal server (not shown). When receiving two pairs of the
location information and the time information, the external
server first determines whether the reception side terminal is
moving along a railway or a street, or not moving but staying
in a building, by using two detected locations and calculates
a moving distance between the two locations and a time
difference between the detected points of two locations. Next,
an average moving speed is calculated from the moving dis-
tance between the two points obtained and a time taken to
move between the two points, and thereby a transportation
used to move between the two points is estimated from results
of them (step S606).

This estimation of the transportation is performed based on
information such as two locations of the reception side ter-
minal, time information and the average moving speed
obtained by the external server. For example, when it is deter-
mined that the both locations detected are on the railway and
the average moving speed is 50 km per hour, from the times
detected twice and the distance, it is possible to estimate the
transportation as “moving on a train” and, furthermore, to
determine a name of the train line from the detected locations.
In addition, for example, when it is determined that the loca-
tions detected twice are both on the street and the average
moving speed is no less than a predetermined speed from the
times detected twice and the distance, it is possible to estimate
the transportation as “moving by a car (or bus)”. Moreover,
for example, when the average moving speed is below a
predetermined speed, it is possible to estimate the transpor-
tation as “moving on foot”. It is further possible to determine
a name of the street from the detected locations.
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The external server transmits the information on a result of
estimation for the transportation obtained thereby to the
reception side terminal. When the reception side terminal
receives information on estimated transportation of the ter-
minal itself, the e-mail composing unit 32 attaches the infor-
mation on estimated transportation to the reply e-mail (step
S607) and transmits the reply e-mail (step S608).

Since it is considered that it may require a while to obtain
information on location and time for the second time after the
transmission processing ofthe e-mail is started, in such a case
itis preferred to display as shown in FIG. 14(d) and to indicate
that the reply e-mail including the reply information will be
automatically transmitted after obtaining the information for
the second time. It is also possible to display the screen as
shown in FIG. 14(e) when transmission of the reply e-mail is
completed by obtaining the information on the estimated
transportation and attaching the information to the reply
e-mail, so as to inform the user of completion of the trans-
mission of the reply e-mail including the reply information. In
addition, the time interval to obtain the location and time
information twice may be set in advance assuming a certain
movement of the terminal in the period of time or may use
appropriate information pairs among location and time infor-
mation obtained for several times at predetermined intervals.

Ifthe items of the information reply request included in the
reply e-mail to be transmitted does not include the request to
estimate the transportation of the corresponding party by
automatic determination at step S601, the same operations are
performed as those at the steps S401 and S402 in FIG. 9
according to the second embodiment (steps S609 and S610).

In the transmission side terminal which received the reply
e-mail transmitted from the reception side terminal as
described above, when the mode to display the reply e-mail
received is started, the special character for reply having the
reply information associated therewith is displayed on the
display unit 14 as shown in FIG. 15(a), for example. Based on
user input to select the special character for reply using the
input unit 12, the items of the reply information associated
with the special character for reply are displayed as shown in
FIG. 15(5), for example. In FIG. 15(b), for example, the
information on the present location automatically determined
and on the transportation automatically discriminated is asso-
ciated as the reply information with the specific character for
reply.

In response to user input to select the ‘PRESENT LOCA-
TION” on the display shown in FIG. 15(b), the transmission
side terminal displays the address information as contents of
the present location by texts as shown in FIG. 15(c) in the
same manner as the first embodiment, and displays the map
information (see FIG. 6(d)) in response to user input to select
‘DISPLAY MAP”.

Moreover, in response to user input to select “TRANS-
PORTATION” on the display shown in FIG. 15(5), the trans-
mission side terminal displays the estimated information on
the transportation of the reception side terminal automatically
discriminated and received from the external server on the
display unit 14, as shown in FIG. 15(d) or (e). It is preferred
to display the transportation on the display unit 14 neatly
arranging words such as names of the train or street and the
transportation based on the processing by the application
incorporated in the cellular phone 10, such that the user can
view them easily.

Accordingly, by responding to the information reply
request through the automatic acquisition, the reception side
terminal which received the reply request for the information
on the transportation from the transmission side terminal can
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inform the corresponding party of significantly simple and
accurate estimated information on the transportation.

It is to be noted that the present invention is not limited to
the embodiments set forth above but may be varied or altered
in a multiple of manners. For example, although the informa-
tion that may be handled by each function of the mobile
terminal 10 is divided into each of the above embodiments for
convenience of description, the functions described in differ-
ent embodiments may be joined appropriately or combined.
Moreover, the selectable items of the information reply
request in the second to fourth embodiments are purely
examples, and a number of information can be exchanged in
accordance with various kinds of information which can be
obtained by the cellular phone 10 or by communicating with
an external server.

In each of the above embodiments, the reception side cel-
Iular phone 10 converts the location information of the termi-
nal itself obtained using the GPS processing unit 22 into the
address information by accessing the external server before
transmitting the reply information. However, it is also pos-
sible to design the whole system such that the reception side
attaches the location information obtained using the GPS
without converting it into the address information and the
cellular phone 10 on the transmission side connects the exter-
nal server appropriately to convert the location information
into the address information.

In addition, according to each of the above embodiments,
in order to convert the location information by the GPS to the
address information, the cellular phone 10 accesses the exter-
nal server such that the conversion process is performed by
the server. However, it is also possible to store information on
the relationship between the location information by the GPS
and the address information in the memory unit 24 of the
transmission side terminal or the reception side terminal in
advance, so that the terminal performs conversion process to
the address information without accessing the external server.
Similarly to the address information, it is also possible to
store the map information (data for drawing the map) in the
memory unit 24 of the terminal in advance, so that the termi-
nal draws the map from the location information by the GPS
or the address information by referring to the memory unit 24
without accessing the external server.

In the fourth embodiment, the reception side terminal
transmits the information thereon to the external server and
requests the external server to reply with estimated informa-
tion on transportation of the terminal. However, in this case
also it is possible to store a database for estimating the trans-
portation from the information that the reception side termi-
nal obtains in the memory unit 24 of the reception side ter-
minal in advance and estimate the transportation within the
terminal based on the database.

Furthermore, in each of the above embodiments, the
mobile terminal obtains its location information by receiving
the radio waves from the GPS satellite. However, the location
information of the terminal itself is not necessarily obtained
by using the GPS but also may be obtained by, for example,
estimating the location information of the terminal based on
the location information of the base station specified by an
base station ID included in information received in a commu-
nication with the base station. It is also possible to use both the
location information by the GPS and the location information
of the base station in combination and, if the location infor-
mation by the GPS cannot be obtained, estimate the location
information of the terminal itself by using the location infor-
mation of the base station.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

According to the present invention, a transmission side
terminal composes an e-mail including a predetermined spe-
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cial character (special character for inquiry) with which an
information reply request for obtaining information on a des-
tination mobile terminal of the e-mail is associated. Thereby,
it is possible to inquire about the information on the destina-
tion mobile terminal of the e-mail, by a simple and quick
operation in a manner the corresponding party can easily
respond. In addition, if a received e-mail includes the special
character for inquiry, a reception side terminal composes a
reply e-mail including a predetermined special character
(special character for reply) with which reply information in
accordance with the information reply request is associated.
Thereby, it is possible to transmit information such as loca-
tion information of the terminal itself by a simple and quick
operation based on the information request form the trans-
mission side, in a manner the terminal sending the informa-
tion reply request can easily recognize.

The invention claimed is:

1. A mobile terminal comprising:

a transmitter configured to transmit an e-mail from a user,
the e-mail containing a header field containing a sender
or a receiver e-mail address and a body field containing
a message; and

a processor configured to create a request e-mail contain-
ing an electronic message composed by the user, the
request e-mail further containing a predetermined spe-
cial character that is entered by the user into the elec-
tronic message, wherein, in response to the predeter-
mined special character being entered into the electronic
message, a reply request is automatically made by the
request e-mail when it is received by a destination
mobile terminal to which the request e-mail is transmit-
ted by the transmitter, wherein the reply request is not
text entered by the user during composition of the elec-
tronic message, and wherein the reply request instructs
the destination mobile terminal that receives the request
e-mail to reply with information concerning the location
of the destination mobile terminal, wherein the proces-
sor thereafter receives a reply email from the destination
mobile terminal that provides the location information.

2. The mobile terminal according to claim 1, wherein the

processor is further configured to select information about the
destination mobile terminal to request, and the reply request
is further configured to request the information selected by
the processor from the destination mobile terminal.

3. A mobile terminal comprising:

a receiver configured to receive an e-mail containing an
electronic message composed by a user of a second
terminal, the e-mail being transmitted by the second
terminal and containing a header field containing a
sender or a receiver e-mail address and a body field
containing the electronic message; and

a processor configured to determine whether the e-mail
received by the receiver contains a predetermined spe-
cial character for inquiry entered by the user of the
second terminal into the electronic message; and

wherein, when the predetermined special character for
inquiry is contained in the electronic message of the
received e-mail, the processor automatically determines
that a reply request for location information about a
location of the mobile terminal is being made by the
second terminal and, in response to the reply request,
creates a reply e-mail containing a predetermined spe-
cial character for reply for transmission to the second
terminal, wherein the predetermined special character
forreply, when the reply e-mail is received by the second
terminal, provides the location information pertaining to
the mobile terminal to the second mobile terminal.
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4. The mobile terminal according to claim 3, wherein the
processor is further configured to select a desired item from
items requested by the reply request, and the predetermined
special character for reply is further configured to provide the
selected desired item to the second terminal.

5. The mobile terminal according to claim 3, further com-
prising a location information obtaining unit for obtaining
location information of the mobile terminal,

wherein the processor composes the reply e-mail including

the location information of the mobile terminal obtained
by the location information obtaining unit.

6. The mobile terminal according to claim 5, further com-
prising a timing unit for measuring present time,

wherein the processor composes the reply e-mail including

estimated transportation information of the mobile ter-
minal, estimated based on the location information of
the mobile terminal obtained by the location information
obtaining unit and time information obtained by the
timing unit.
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